UNIT PLAN OVERVIEW

Teacher Candidate: Greg Lawrence
                 




School: Canal Winchester High School



              

UNIT TITLE:

Unknown Buildings







_____
Course Photo 3 

 Length of Class Period 50 mins 

Students in Each Class Period 5-8
Beginning Date for this Unit March 18, 2014 


Ending Date for the Unit April 4, 2013
Unit Goal(s) (what academic content standards and learning outcomes will this unit address?): 
5PE Envision and explain how technology can impact visual art and literacy. 

6PE Apply self-direction, independence and a purposed approach when defining and solving a visual design problem. 

4PR Select, organize and prepare artworks for exhibition. 

6PR Visually express complex concepts and meaning in their artworks. 

3RE Apply inquiry and analytic processes when viewing, judging and consuming visual content and images produced by new media and media arts. 

6RE Engage in discourse and express a point of view about issues related to the public display of works of art. 

Students will create a working profile on the Saatchi Art social media website. They will explore ways that working artists exhibit their artwork and will prepare a collection of artwork to be viewed online. 
Students will research or create the Story of a building and explore it using digital photographs. They will understand and be able to discuss why certain buildings are depicted in a single way and how it can be explored using alternate angles. 
CRITICAL ISSUE or BIG IDEA:
Representations and Misrepresentations




Possible integration: 


Digital Design and/or Website Animation – both classes could utilize some of these ideas. Editing photos and getting them web-ready could give the students a fuller understanding of what they are doing. 

Art History – the Saatchi gallery does some really interesting things with discovering new contemporary artists. Relating some of that to precedent artists would be beneficial in an art history survey course.
Rationale:


The Photo 3 students are set up as an independent study set within the Photo 2 classroom. When we talked about what they wanted to be doing this quarter, one of the most common themes was that they wanted an alternate way of “finishing” their projects.  Saatchiart.com is something that I was introduced to a long time ago in one of my college painting courses. I felt it would be good for them to be able to use it as a way to exhibit their work in a virtual environment. They would also begin to see working artists interacting and displaying their artwork in a “real world” setting. 

My background is in Architecture and I know from my studies that buildings as well as a lot of famous artworks look extremely different in real life than in most photos that we see, even in text books. This is because there is often an accepted “correct” view from which most pictures are taken. When we begin to understand representations and misrepresentations we can begin to apply it to things other than art. Students will begin to make connections in their own visual culture and begin to question and explore the world around them. 
Essential Questions (provocative, engaging, critical):

· Representations and collections

· What type of artist do I want to become?

· Why do I enjoy these works of art?

· How can I present my work in a virtual world and how would it differ from the real world?
· The STORY of your building

· Is it famous? Why, Why Not?

· Who was the architect?

· When was it built?

· Who inhabits the building? What is it used for?

· Explore the STORY using photos

· What is the “correct” angle to shoot this building?

· How can I tell my story?

· What is interesting to ME?

Description of the essential educational content of this unit:

     Title of each lesson and lesson description:

· Lesson One

Title: Saatchi Art Profile
Lesson description:


Students will be learning about a social media website set up for artists, saatchiart.com. They will be setting up a profile on this site and uploading some of their own art images. This website and profile will be their means for handing in all final digital photos for the rest of my units and lessons.  
· Lesson Two

Title: Saatchi Art Collection
Lesson description:


Saatchiart.com is home to thousands of artists. Some of them are better than others but it exposes the students to all kinds of working artists throughout the world. One of the functions of the website is the ability to create a virtual exhibition of artworks. These “collections” allow someone to select from hundreds of thousands of artworks and to define types and styles.  The students will be creating a collection of photographic works that are interesting to them or in a similar style to how they would like their artwork to progress. 
· Lesson Three

Title: Unknown Building
Lesson description:


Students will be shown a PowerPoint presentation and enter into a discussion of representations of buildings. Buildings, as well as a lot of famous artwork, look extremely different in real life than in most photos that we see, even in text books. This is because there is often an accepted “correct” view from which most pictures are taken. Students will begin to understand this misrepresentation and attempt to explore a building and it’s story using photography.  They will research and create a story on a building. Then they will determine and shoot the “correct” angle of that building. Once they have those pieces, they will begin to tell their story through photographs. They can be taking a lot of photos to explore the building from alternate angles and views. 
LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Lesson 1

Title Saatchi Art Profile 

Teacher Candidate  Greg Lawrence  School Canal Winchester High School
Course Photo 3

 Length of Class Period 50 mins 

Students in Each Class Period 5-8
Beginning Date for Lesson March 18, 2014 



Ending Date for Lesson April 1, 2014
Lesson Components:







__________________

 Performance-based Objectives: 

· Students will create an online profile and interact in the social media art world
· Create Profile
· Upload Personal Artwork
· Make first connection (to teacher and/or other students)
· Create a collection (Lesson 2)
· Students will see real-life application of how a photographer can make a living 
Performance-based Assessment Strategies:

· Students will participate in discussions about the Saatchi Art website and what it can do. 
· Students will receive a participation grade based on creating a Saatchi Profile

Age-appropriate Vocabulary:

· Social Media – online means of communication that are used by large groups of people to share information and ideas. 
Accommodations for Special Populations:

· Students without access to the internet can create their profiles in the art classroom
· Profiles can be set to private if a student is concerned with their artwork being available online
Art/Visual Culture Examples:

· Teacher profile
· Thousands of profiles and artwork posted by artists online
Preparations
        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· Computers

· Teacher Profile

        Materials for Students

· Computer

· Digital images of their artwork

        Safety Procedures 

· Reminders should be made about privacy and levels of anonymity.  

(Stage Three) Learning Activity 

Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:

· Have saatchiart.com pulled up and ready to go. 
Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

· Day One

· (5 minutes) brief outline of what we are doing and how to get to the website
· (5-10 mins) go over how to create a profile and why people use this site

· (5-10 mins) show teacher profile and how to navigate the website

· (10 mins) explain objectives 

· Create Profile
· Upload Personal Artwork
· Make first connection (to teacher and/or other students)
· Create a collection (Lesson 2)
· Following Days

· Lesson one and two should be together so that students can work during class time

· Students will be participating in the Photo 2 presentations

· Students will receive Spring Break to complete Lesson one and two
Clean-up Procedures (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Log out of Saatchi and the computer
· Make sure all students have logged out 
Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):

· Lesson one and two are taught together so they can relate to one another
· Saatchiart.com is where all final projects for the rest of the quarter will be turned in (digital files will be uploaded and labeled)
Supplemental activity:

· Students will be participating in the Photo 2 presentations
· Students will be encouraged to edit their final photos if they are ahead of other classmates (basic Photoshop skills might need to be taught, Levels crop saturation colorize etc.)
LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Lesson 2

Title Saatchi Art Collection
Teacher Candidate  Greg Lawrence  School Canal Winchester High School
Course Photo 3

 Length of Class Period 50 mins 

Students in Each Class Period 5-8
Beginning Date for Lesson March 18, 2014 



Ending Date for Lesson April 1, 2014
Lesson Components:







__________________

 Performance-based Objectives: 

· Students will create an online profile and interact in the social media art world
· Create Profile (Lesson 1)
· Upload Personal Artwork (Lesson 1)
· Make first connection (Lesson 1)
· Create a collection 
· Students will see real-life application of how a photographer can make a living 
· Students will select, organize and prepare artworks for their own digital exhibition
Performance-based Assessment Strategies:

· Students will create a collection of digital photographic images and curate them into an exhibition
· Students will receive a participation grade based on:

· Theme in their collection

· Having at least 5-10 images

· Their ideas of how it relates to their own photography

Age-appropriate Vocabulary:

· Social Media - online means of communication that are used by large groups of people to share information and ideas. 
· Collection – a group of images used to convey an idea
Accommodations for Special Populations:

· Students without access to the internet can create their profiles in the art classroom
· Profiles and collections can be set to private if a student is concerned with their artwork being available online
Art/Visual Culture Examples:

· Teacher profile and collections
· Thousands of profiles and artwork posted by artists online
Preparations
        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· Computers

· Teacher Profile

        Materials for Students

· Computer

· Student Profile

        Safety Procedures 

· Reminders should be made about privacy and levels of anonymity.  

(Stage Three) Learning Activity 

Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:

· Have saatchiart.com pulled up and ready to go.
Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

· Day One
· Show function of “Collection”

· Explain the objectives and what the collection should include
· Pass out handout

· Following Days

· Lesson one and two should be together so that students can work during class time

· Students will be participating in the Photo 2 presentations

· Students will receive Spring Break to complete Lesson one and two

Clean-up Procedures (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Log out of Saatchi and the computer
· Make sure all students have logged out 
Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):

· Lesson one and two are taught together so they can relate to one another
· Saatchiart.com is where all final projects for the rest of the quarter will be turned in (digital files will be uploaded and labeled)
Supplemental activity:

· Students will be participating in the Photo 2 presentations

· Students will be encouraged to edit their final photos if they are ahead of other classmates (basic Photoshop skills might need to be taught, Levels crop saturation colorize etc.)
LESSON PLAN FORMAT

Lesson 3

Title The Unknown Building 

Teacher Candidate  Greg Lawrence  School Canal Winchester High School
Course Photo 3

 Length of Class Period 50 mins 

Students in Each Class Period 5-8
Beginning Date for Lesson March 19, 2014 



Ending Date for Lesson April 4, 2014
Lesson Components:







__________________

 Performance-based Objectives: 

· Students will question the “correct” view of buildings as well as begin to question the “correct” view of other “known” objects. 

· Students will research or invent a “story” of a building

· Students will explore a building using photography as their exploratory medium

Performance-based Assessment Strategies:

· Students will turn in:
· A one page story of their building

· One “correct” photo of a building

· Three alternate angle photos of the building

· They will be graded on

· Creativity

· Understanding of photographic standards

· Evidence of Exploration of the building

Age-appropriate Vocabulary:

· Correct Angle – The view of a building or object that is always seen. This view typically tells a single story when the building or object could be interpreted any number of ways. 
Accommodations for Special Populations:

· Students without computer access can handwrite their story and will have time on the computers in class. 

· Students will be encouraged to not only think of big famous buildings but also ones near them or known to them such as their own homes or their school. Accessibility should not be a hindrance to this project. 
Art/Visual Culture Examples:

· Teacher Example

· PowerPoint

Preparations
        Materials/Resources for Teacher

· PowerPoint

· Computer

        Materials for Students

· Camera

· Computer

· Word Processor

        Safety Procedures 

· Students should be encouraged to view the building in new and different ways but care should be made that this is not interpreted as a license to trespass or to take unnecessary dangerous risks such as hanging out a window to take a photograph. 

(Stage Three) Learning Activity 

Getting the Classroom Environment Ready:

· Load the PowerPoint and make sure it works
Procedures for the Teaching/Learning Structure:

· Day One
· Show PowerPoint

· Discuss what a “correct” angle is and how it tells a single story

· Show an alternate angle and see if they can guess the building (Eiffel Tower)

· Why was it difficult? 

· Is the picture still of that building?

· How does that change the story?

· Explain project and objectives

· Final Product:

· One page double spaces story of your building

· One “correct” photograph

· Three alternate angle photographs

· All photos uploaded to SaatchiArt

· Pass out Handout

· Following Days

· Students will be participating in the Photo 2 presentations

· Students will receive class time to work as well as Spring Break

· Students will be turning in: 

· story and original images on April 1st
· final edited images uploaded on April 4th 

Clean-up Procedures (Room, Materials & Work Storage):

· Make sure all computers are logged out
· Collect written stories
Closure, Review & Anticipation (what’s next?):

· Students will be able to review their artwork before posting to SaatchiArt but then they will be able to come back to it anytime
**Adapted from Robert Russel’s Unit-Lesson Plan Format from the University of Cincinnati, which builds on the work of Sydney Walker and Understanding by Design.
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